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Cabbagetown Festival ( Toronto)

The second week-end in September sees the
annual Cabbagetown festival, which is a two day
event, with an arts and crafts fair both days in
Riverdale Park West. Vendors come from far
afield for this event. The highlight of the festival
is the parade on Saturday morning, which usu-
ally starts at 10:00 a.m. at Riverdale Park West,
though the route may vary from year-to-year.

Parliament Street between Wellesley Street East
and Gerrard Street is closed to traffic for the gyrus - K
week-end. Organization of the festival is coordi-
nated by the Old Cabbagetown Business Im-

provement Area (OCBIA) association. The festi-

val also includes a 'Tour of Homes', in which
several local homes are opened to a paying pub-
lic. Tickets are limited and usually sold out
ahead of time.

celebrating

abba

C

Cabbagetown Festival 2009
September 11 —13

.......... e = s e e = e e = e = Eraday
............... e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e - - Saturday
Festival Parade: Parliament Street — Wellesley to Gerrard . . . . . . . . . . Saturday
Parliament Street Festival . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Saturday & Sunday Cyrus - K
Art & Crafts in the Park: Riverdale Park . . . . . . _ . _ . Friday, Saturday & Sunday =
Neighbourhood Yard Sales: throughout Cabbagetown . . . . . . . Saturday & Sunday

Far more information and a complete program of events:
www.oldcabbagetown.com or call 416.921.0857
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Louis Armstrong

“

stachelmouth”

Fellow musicians called him
because of his huge, wide grin, later, it was

“«

shortened to “ Sachmo”. The nickname be-
longed to Louis Armstrong possibly one the
grestest jazz musician of all time.

Louis Daniel ARMSTRONG was born on August
4, 1901, In the Storyville District of New Or-
leans. It was a rough and tumble neighbour-
hood, populated by street toughs and so
crowded that one could barely find standing
room.

Young Louis was desperately poor. His only way
to earn a living other than stealing, which he
never resorted to was, to sing on street corners
for nickels.

In 1913, he was sent to the Colored
Waifs Home as a juvenile delinquent, for a gun
incident. There he learned to play cornet in the
home’s band, and playing music quickly became
a passion in his teens. He learned music by lis-
tening to the pioneer jazz artists of the day,
including the leading New Orleans cornetist,
King Oliver.

Armstrong developed rapidly: By the age
of 17, Armstrong snd his horn sat with several
of the numerous bands that played New Or-
leans. He played in marching and jazz bands,
becoming skilful enough to replace his favourite
musician and mentor, Joe Oliver “King” Oliver
with the Kid Ory Band. In the important Kid Ory
band about 1918 and in the early 1920s he
played in Mississipi riverboat dance bands.

Armstrong was a famous musician by
1929, when he moved to New York City and
performed in the theatre review Hot Choco-
lates. He toured America and Europe as Rus-
sell’s big band served as the Louis Armstrong
band. During this time he abandoned the often
blues-based original material of his earlier years
for remarkably fine choice of popular songs by
such noted composers as Hoagy Carmichael,
Irving Berlin, and Duke Ellington.

In 1942, Armstrong married Lucille
Wilson, a dancer at the Cotton Club where his

band had a running engagement. The following
year, they purchased a home in Corona, Queens,
where they lived for the rest of their lives.

In 1947, Armstrong formed a small en-
semble called the All-Stars, a group of extraordi-
nary players whose success revitalized main-
stream jazz. Throughout the 1950s and 60s, he
continued to appear in popular films and made
numerous international tours, earning him title
“Ambassador Satch”. During a trip to West Africa,
Armstrong was greeted by more than one hun-
dred thousand people.

In the early 1960s, he continued to re-
cord, including two albums with Duke Ellington
and the hit Hello Dolly, which reached number
one on the Billboard charts. “What a Wonderful
World” is a song written by Bob Thiele, George
David Weiss, and George Douglas, first recorded
Louis Armstrong and relased as a single in 1968.
Thiele and Weiss were both prominent in the
music world (Thiele as a producer and Weiss as a
composer/performer) but nothing more is
known of Douglas. Some have suggested that
pianist Dana Pelkie collaborated on the song us-
ing “George Douglas” as a pseudonym, but it has
never been confirmed. Armstrong’s recording
was inducted in the Grammy Hall of Fame in
1999.

Armstrong performed regularly until
recurring health problems gradually curtailed his
trumpet playing and singing. Even in the last year
of his life, he traveled to London twicw, ap-
peared on more than a dozen television shows,
and performed at the Newport Jazz Festival to
celebrate his 70" birthday. Up until a few days
before his death, on July 6, 1971, he was setting
up band rehearsals in preparation to perform for
his beloved public.

More than a great trumpeter, Arm-
strong was a bandleader, singer, soloist, film stat,
and comedian. One of his most remarkable feats
was his frequent conquest of the popular, mar-
ket with recordings that thinly disguised authen-
tic jazz with Armstrong’s contagious humour. He
nonetheless made his greatest impact on the
evolution of jazz itself, which at the start of his
career was popularly considered to be little more
than a novelty. With his great sensitivity, tech-
nique, and capacity to express emotion, Arm-
strong not only ensured the survival of jazz but
led in its development into a fine art. By the time
Louis Armstrong died in 1971, he had profoundly
changed the culture of the world he was born
into. His affability and his musical excellence,
underscored by comic genius, combined to make
him one of the first great pop figures of the 20"
century. He helped create the balancing act be-
tween the fine arts and entertainment that has
defined the best products of modern American
culture.

WHAT A WONDERFUL WORLD
| see trees of green, red roses too
| see them bloom for me and you

And I think to myself what a wonderful world.

I see skies of blue and clouds of white
The bright blessed days, the dark sacred nights

And I think to myself what a wonderful world.

The colors of the rainbow, so pretty in the sky
Are also on the faces of people going by

| see friends shaking hands saying “how do you
do?”

They’re really saying “I love you.”

| hear babies crying, | watch them grow
They’ll learn much more than I'll ever know
And | think to myself, what a wonderful world
Yes | think to myself what a wonderful world.

Oh, Yeah.

L

Cyrus - K
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